FOREWORD
Barbara Ehrenreich

Watch the commercials on prime time cnN and you'll see enticing images of
globalization. Slender yuppies of both sexes stride from airplanes into conference
rooms in London or Zurich. Executives in company headquarters confer by com-
puter with engineers in Frankfurt or bankers in Hong Kong, agonizing over how
best to preserve the rain forests or develop a life-saving new drug. Cell phones
dialed in muddy backwaters of the Southern Hemisphere ring in elegant corner
offices. Investments zip through modem:s at the speed of light. On our television
screens, the tantalizing visual clichés flash by one after another—the Eiffel Tower,
the Taj Mahal, palm-lined beaches, locals dancing in native costume. We are all
connected now, is the message, in one big vibrant, pulsing, global adventure.

There are other, not so pretty images of globalization that seldom appear on tele-
vision. While the corporate managers fly business class from one financial capi-
tal to another, laborers risk their lives sneaking across borders in search of a few
dollars more a day in pay. While executives plot corporate strategy over room-
service meals, teen-aged girls stitch garments and assemble toys for twelve-hour
shifts in airless sweatshops. In this far less glamorous stratum of the global econ-
omy, Brazilian and Philippine villages are destroyed by logging companies, while
towns in Michigan and Ohio are wiped out by downsizing and plant relocations.
You won't find many commercials set around the maquiladoras of northern
Mexico or the ramshackle factories of Mumbai, India, where globalization means
anxiety, long hours of hard work, and shantytowns with open sewers.

The Field Guide to the Global Economy connects the dots between these two
worlds of globalization. The problem, according to the authors, is not so much
that the world is so tightly linked now—by trade, investments, and high-speed
telecommunications—but that the links converge in such a small number of
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