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Development: What is it? What is it not?

	Development is…
	Development is not…

	Piecemeal, incremental… a little haphazard
	All at once, smooth

	Needed everywhere
	Needed only in poor countries

	An interaction of government policy with decentralized decision-making
	Ordered top-down or from the center

	Something countries need to do themselves
	Something countries can buy or be given 

	A “transformation of society” (towards modernization)
	(only) increase in GDP per capita

	Diversification, spin-offs, density of networks, ramification
	More of the same

	Improvement in quality or efficiency of production
	Increase in production (without improvements in quality or efficiency)

	Freedom and capabilities:

· Political

· Economic

· Social (health, literacy, etc.)

· Safety net

· Transparency & trust
	More of just one type of freedom and not the others (e.g. China: economic freedom but not political freedom; Europe: safety net but less economic freedom and more unemployment; U.S.: economic freedom but lousy and unequal health system; etc.)

	Helped when imports are something country can conceivably begin to substitute with home production
	Helped when modern equipment beyond capacity of locals to fix/maintain or high-quality finished products are imported

	Something that often leads to economic and financial openness
	A necessary result of economic and financial openness

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


Skit ideas:

Transformation of society. 

Couple. Woman is preparing dinner for man. He asks her how her day was. She talks about her women’s group meeting. Mentions that she might plant some beans along with the squash in the garden, because they learned from a speaker that they grow better together, and are good for nutrition, and the extra can be sold for cash. Husband not listening much. Woman says that if she makes some more money, then she will keep sending daughter to school after she turns 7. Husband looks up, alarmed: how will we find a husband for her if she is so educated? Woman shrugs, smiles. Maybe it won’t be a problem, she says.

Improvement in quality or efficiency of production.
Couple/roommates lounging around. One remarks on how nice it is to be really warm in the middle of winter. Other agrees, saying it’s even better knowing that it’s not costing a fortune in heating bills or changing the climate by burning lots of fuel. First wonders why it took so long to convert houses to super-insulated mini-paradises. Second sighs, says we’ve come a long way, and we still have a ways to go. Offers first a banana from the tree growing in the living room.
Increase in diversity.
Two former colleagues meet after work. First ask how the second is doing since launching the spin-off culinary school from their parent company, which makes cooking and baking equipment. It’s going great. They are about to spin off a catering company. There is talk of doing a TV show, too, and maybe some lessons for schoolchildren. First says parent company interested in expanding into packaged mixes for home cooks.
Expansion of freedoms and capabilities.
-political
Worker expresses satisfaction at finally being able to join a union and express preferences for how the company is managed.
-economic
Farmer is happy that she or he can finally bring crops to market thanks to improved roads. Now there are several buyers competing which leads to a better price.

-social: health, literacy, etc.
Person in wheel chair pleased that she or he can more easily go to work now that there is a subsidized van service.

-safety net
Recent widow is distraught, yet thankful that she will not end up on the streets.

-transparency/trust
Government official reminiscing fondly about the days when foreign oil companies would write contracts for only his eyes, and a lot never got written down, either. Ah well, now the public needs to know where every lousy penny is going…
